Date:
25 August 2008

To:
Senate Game and Fisheries Committee
Re:
Senate Bill 1527 

Dear Senate Game and Fisheries Committee Member,

On behalf of the Quality Deer Management Association (QDMA) I am writing to support Senate Bill 1527 which would increase certain license fees beginning with the 2009-10 hunting season.  The QDMA is an international nonprofit wildlife conservation organization dedicated to ethical hunting, sound deer management and preservation of the deer-hunting heritage.  The QDMA has over 50,000 members nationwide, including more than 3,000 of the nation’s leading wildlife and forestry professionals.  As such, QDMA is widely regarded as the most respected white-tailed deer organization in the United States.  Pennsylvania ranks fifth nationally in membership and these members are among the leading proponents of sound wildlife management and conservation.  
The PGC is responsible for managing over 450 species of wild birds and mammals.  Less than 5% of these species are considered game species, but the PGC is largely funded with hunting and trapping license sales.  Hunting is a major economic force in Pennsylvania as hunters spent nearly $1.5 billion and supported over 19,000 jobs in 2006.  Their total economic impact for the year was estimated at $3 billion!  Ironically, the PGC receives almost none of these funds.  

Wildlife-associated recreation is also popular in Pennsylvania.  In 2006, nearly 4 million people 16 years old and older participated in wildlife watching.  These people spent over $1.2 billion in Pennsylvania pursuing their interests.  Again, the PGC receives almost none of these funds.  

Until an alternative funding source is provided, the PGC relies heavily on hunting license fees. The PGC received its last license fee increase in 1998 and daily operational costs are significantly higher today than a decade ago.  The PGC’s poor financial situation has caused cutbacks in programs, suspended habitat management projects, and left many agency positions vacant.  
The species the PGC manages provide tremendous hunting and viewing opportunities for wildlife enthusiasts, and they have a major impact on Pennsylvania’s economy.  It is unfortunate the agency responsible for this management and for the massive economic impact it provides is in such dire funding woes.  Your support of Senate Bill 1527 can help correct this.  Please support this important Bill and contact me if I can provide additional information.  Thank you for your time and your commitment to Pennsylvania’s natural resources. 
Respectfully,

Kip Adams






Northern Director of Education & Outreach






