Date:
19 April 2010
To:
Pennsylvania Game Commission

From:
Rick Watts, Pennsylvania State Chapter President

Kip Adams, Northern Director of Education and Outreach
Re:
2010-11 Deer Season


On behalf of the Quality Deer Management Association (QDMA) and the Pennsylvania State Chapter we appreciate the opportunity to provide input on Pennsylvania’s 2010-11 deer season.  The QDMA is an international nonprofit wildlife conservation organization dedicated to ensuring the future of white-tailed deer, wildlife habitat, and our hunting heritage.  The QDMA has over 50,000 members nationwide including nearly 3,000 in Pennsylvania.  Notably, Pennsylvania’s membership includes numerous wildlife and forestry professionals.
Pennsylvania’s deer management program has been nationally recognized for many years, both favorably and unfavorably.  Historically it was recognized as one of the poorest in the country.  More deer than the habitat could support, skewed sex ratios, poor age structures and severe habitat degradation was the norm for Pennsylvania.  Deer hunters, biologists and researchers from across the whitetail’s range recognized Pennsylvania as a worst-case scenario for deer management.  High deer numbers provided a lot of fun for hunters, but long term high densities are a disaster for deer, other wildlife, habitat and society.
What a difference a decade has made.  During the past decade, the Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC), in conjunction with the Pennsylvania State University, has conducted some of the finest whitetail research in North America.  Studies looking at fawn, adult buck and adult doe survival rates; movement patterns; population monitoring techniques and others have been completed.  These studies have provided the necessary information for the PGC to responsibly manage Pennsylvania’s deer herd.  However, the knowledge learned from these studies is not valuable unless it is used.  Fortunately the PGC has made great use of it by implementing concurrent antlered and antlerless seasons, antler restrictions, the deer management assistance program (DMAP), the October antlerless season, and a science-based approach to antlerless license allocation.  Pennsylvania historically managed the antlerless harvest primarily through politics and here-say.  Today it is done with science, and PGC staff and this Board of Commissioners should be very proud of that.  In most cases you have followed the advice of Dr. Rosenberry and his team of deer professionals.  The QDMA applauds your use of science and we hope that continues with all future decision making.

We’d like to commend the PGC on the successes of its deer management program during the past decade.  We are encouraged that our QDMA members and staff are observing forest regeneration on smaller properties where members were proactive in reducing deer numbers and implementing habitat management techniques. The new seedlings and browse will support more deer and provide more hunting opportunities in the future.  Your continued support through WMU allocations and the DMAP program will allow these improvements to expand to larger tracts of private and public lands across Pennsylvania. We realize there are isolated areas in the Commonwealth where deer herds are less than what the habitat can support, but these situations can be addressed and corrected within the framework of the existing program.  
Overall, the Commonwealth’s deer herds are more in balance with the habitat, and have better adult age structures and sex ratios than they’ve had in decades.  Current seasons also provide abundant recreational and harvest opportunities while ensuring for the future health of our herds and habitats.  These are tremendous accomplishments and are why Pennsylvania’s deer management program is again nationally recognized.  The difference being it’s recognized today as a leader and as a model for other states.  From a management plan being based on herd and habitat health rather than merely deer density, to ground-breaking deer research, to use of that knowledge in management decisions.  Gone are the days when deer seasons and antlerless allocations were based on personal opinion and anecdotal information.  Science is used today, and for that you should be very proud. 
These are a few of the reasons Pennsylvania ranked second out of 13 Northeastern states with regard to its deer management program following the 2009-10 deer season.  Specifically, QDMA ranked states based on four variables that assessed the percentage of a state’s deer herd that was in balance with the habitat, the age structure of the buck segment of the population and the adult sex ratio.  These variables are an index to herd and habitat health, and Pennsylvania outranked 11 of the other 12 Northeastern states.  The PGC was formally recognized for this accomplishment during a press conference to national media in Las Vegas in January.  
We recognize the difficult task you have as commissioners.  Fortunately, you have a talented and dedicated staff of deer biologists providing you management recommendations.  By following their recommendations the decisions you make are defendable and in the best long term interest for deer, other wildlife, habitat and Pennsylvania’s hunters.  We hope you continue managing Pennsylvania’s deer herd using concurrent seasons, antler restrictions, DMAP, an October antlerless season and antlerless allocations based on the wildlife staff’s science-based recommendations.  Thank you for your time and commitment to Pennsylvania’s natural resources.
Respectfully,
Rick Watts
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