Date:
28 June 2010
To:
Pennsylvania Game Commission

From:
Rick Watts, Pennsylvania State Chapter President

Kip Adams, Northern Director of Education and Outreach
Re:
Deer Management


On behalf of the Quality Deer Management Association (QDMA) and the Pennsylvania State Chapter we are writing to provide input on recent changes to Pennsylvania’s deer management program.  The QDMA is an international nonprofit wildlife conservation organization dedicated to ensuring the future of white-tailed deer, wildlife habitat, and our hunting heritage.  The QDMA has 45,000 members nationwide including nearly 3,000 in Pennsylvania.  Notably, Pennsylvania’s membership includes numerous wildlife and forestry professionals.
We provided written testimony prior to the April 2010 meeting in support of the Commission’s steadfast progress in deer management that resulted in being nationally recognized by QDMA and others. Our letter went on to state, “During the past decade, the Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC), in conjunction with the Pennsylvania State University, has conducted some of the finest whitetail research in North America.  Studies looking at fawn, adult buck and adult doe survival rates; movement patterns; population monitoring techniques and others have been completed.  These studies have provided the necessary information for the PGC to responsibly manage Pennsylvania’s deer herd.  However, the knowledge learned from these studies is not valuable unless it is used.  Fortunately the PGC has made great use of it by implementing concurrent antlered and antlerless seasons, antler restrictions, the deer management assistance program (DMAP), the October antlerless season, and a science-based approach to antlerless license allocation.  Pennsylvania historically managed the antlerless harvest primarily through politics and here-say.  Today it is done with science, and PGC staff and this Board of Commissioners should be very proud of that.  In most cases you have followed the advice of Dr. Rosenberry and his team of deer professionals.  The QDMA applauds your use of science and we hope that continues with all future decision making.”

Unfortunately, only hours later, the board of commissioners made significant deer management changes that will negatively impact white-tail deer management in Pennsylvania.  In every instance these changes were not based in science.  Here are a few examples:
· PGC wildlife biologists’ recommended antlerless license allocations were reduced;

· DMAP licenses were made to count against the antlerless allocation;

· DMAP availability was reduced; and
· Recreational opportunity was unnecessarily removed from additional WMUs by making them buck-only during the first five days of firearms season.  This increases hunting pressure on the buck segment of the population and reduces the likelihood of achieving the target antlerless harvest for these WMUs.
The above changes were all against the recommendations of PGC’s deer biologists and highlight the lack of “science” used in the decision making process.  

 

Regarding antlerless harvest, the recent deer management audit clearly indicated that antlerless allocations should not include deer management assistance program (DMAP) permits. The audit was complimentary of the DMAP program as a tool to provide additional assistance to the antlerless harvest program, not replace the antlerless license allocation.  The Board’s decisions to limit the antlerless allocation and DMAP availability are big steps backward for Pennsylvania’s program, and the Commonwealth’s wildlife species and habitats will suffer because of them.
 

Next, the decision to further reduce hunting opportunities during the first five days of firearms season is undefendable.  Hunter retention and recruitment are two of the largest factors impacting the future of wildlife management in Pennsylvania, and the Board’s decision to make additional WMUs buck-only during the first five days of firearms season directly hurts these efforts.  Again, this decision was made against the biologists’ recommendations for no biological gain.  The Board’s intent on reducing the antlerless harvest could have been achieved within the current system without unnecessarily removing additional opportunity for the majority of hunters hunting in the affected WMUS.  

The recent decisions made against your biological staff’s recommendations will negatively impact current and future wildlife populations, habitat health, and hunter numbers.  For nearly a decade Pennsylvania’s deer management program was based on science.  It’s unfortunate that that’s not the case today. 
Respectfully,
Rick Watts





Kip Adams

Pennsylvania State Chapter President

Director of Education & Outreach

